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Prevention
On some farms alfalfa and sweet clover have been unjustly condemned because a few animals died from bloat. If the flock is handled properly, most of this may be avoided.
Animals accustomed to scant pastures should be broken in gradually to the new forage and never permitted to gorge themselves. They should be turned in for short periods each day until they get over the novelty. If unused to such green legume pastures, the flock should be kept off after a heavy dew or rain. Ten or eleven o'clock in the morning will be time enough for the fields to dry. Wet forage ferments much more easily and when sheep eat too much, trouble usually follows.
The flock should not be turned on sweet clover or alfalfa for the first time when they are ravenously hungry; give them a partial fill of dry hay before they are allowed to eat the luscious green plants.
Some shepherds keep a stack of last year's hay in the pasture for the animals to eat when they tire of the green leaves and seek variety. Trouble seldom occurs if these common pasture crops are used with discretion and with the knowledge that they will cause bloating if ordinary precautions are not taken.
Many preparations to prevent bloat are on the market. Among these are anti-bloat salt and mineral mixtures combined with certain drugs or chemicals. All are ineffective. Proper flock management is far better than cures or preventives.
GRAVEL OE STONES IN THE BLADDER
Gravel or stones in the bladder of sheep occurs commonly. The cause of this condition is not definitely known, but it is thought that the consumption of large quantities of sugar-beets, mangels, and other roots which contain considerable amounts of lime salts may have a bearing on the disease. This belief is entirely circumstantial and is arrived at by